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 Well what a lot has happened since the last newsletter! Life for me has 
completely changed as I have now become a Mum to Loretta Alvia Larder, 
Letti for short. She arrived two weeks early, only one week before the ride I 
organise, Piddle. This was both a relief and a struggle; a huge relief that she 
wasn’t going to come on the ride day and a bit of a struggle to get all the last 
minute things done before the ride along with the first week with a newborn 
baby completely dependent on me, and Dad, Luke, of course, but him being 
self employed his time at home is limited. However Piddle was a big success 
in my opinion and you can read more about it later in the newsletter. 
Barbury Castle had a mixed weekend of weather. I went on the Saturday as 
crew for Carol Legg’s Lateral Thinking with Dace Sainsbury riding in the FEI* 
80km and the weather very kind to us, with only one downpour towards the 
end of the day, and only a little chill in the air. Overall the completion rate 
was good on the Saturday with a 73% completion rate, with most 
eliminations in the longer classes. The Sunday was a bleaker picture, although 
a great 90% completion rate, with many riders choosing to stay at home 
because of the weather even though the majority of riders that did, had a 
very enjoyable ride and didn’t get too wet. This meant that some of our team 
members didn’t do their class, consequently meaning that Wessex ended up 
coming 7th. Which I feel is a real shame, especially to the team members that 
were successful as it meant their efforts for the team were somewhat lost 
and for Chef, Carol Legg, who put a lot of time and effort into the choosing of 
the team. You will find a full report from Carol later in the newsletter. 
Hopefully next year we will have another strong team and the selected team 
members will all compete. 
This was the last year that Linda Kidd, Jill Kent and their organising 
committee(OC) were running this fabulous ride, huge thanks to all of them for 
all their hard work over many years. They have been trying to arrange a new 
OC to take it on and Linda has written us an update which you will find in this 
issue of the newsletter.  
 

Autumn/Winter 2014 

 

The next Wessex Newsletter will be 
published in mid Feb 2015 ahead of 

the new season. If you have any 
articles or adverts you would like 

included please send to 
amandatovey@outlook.com 

http://www.endurancegb.co.uk/
mailto:amandatovey@outlook.com
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Make your membership and vote count!  

 

We hope lots of you want to attend the national AGM and awards dinner on the 22nd November at the Daventry Court 
Hotel. You have all received the members’ proposals and nominations for the Board. 
The AGM is the best place to make your decision of what proposals you are in favour of as it gives you the chance to 
discuss the pro’s and con’s of each. The awards dinner is a great social event and gives you the opportunity to talk to catch 
up with friends and make new ones without the pressure of being at a ride where other things take priority. 

 Voting for Members of the Board has a deadline of Noon 18th NOV – so that the results can be presented at the AGM. 
You can vote for up to 7 of the 11 nominated persons put forward. 

 Proposals are to be voted for on-line, before National AGM, OR in person at the AGM when you’ve heard the details of 
the proposal and any further discussion/queries – which may make you change the way you vote! - OR by proxy (by 
Named Person attending OR through the Chairman).   
Please be aware  that you MUST choose one way or the other. If you vote on-line for just one proposal – rather than 
all of them –you are deemed to have voted AND then cannot vote in person at the AGM for any of the other 
proposals. ALSO if you intend going to the AGM to vote DON’T FORGET TO TAKE YOUR MEMBERSHIP CARD 

If you are NOT able to attend the AGM, PLEASE VOTE! For EGB to progress for the members, the members need to vote 
so the Board know what you want!  

In an attempt to make the AGM more accessible, and hopefully a better journey, we are offering a buddy service to 

pair you up with other people that are going from your area, but we need plenty of people come forward to do so! 

So if you are or would like to attend, please contact Sam Mowatt on sammy_endurance52@hotmail.co.uk or 

07825581811 with the following information:             

Number of people; Postcode you are travelling from; Willing to drive; No. of total spaces in car; AGM/AGM+Dinner. 

Bonham was also a success with the ‘Pink’ pleasure ride running the day before. I was unable to attend either as I had taken 
Letti on her first holiday to visit some family in Sweden. You will see reports on both rides in this issue. 
Three Rivers, although not a Wessex ride, is attended by many Wessex members because of its ease to get to, and it is on 
country that used to be covered by us until the Mid-South group was formed. Because of this reason, results from Three Rivers 
are also put towards our Wessex season trophies. And Wessex members had good successes both days; David Yeoman winning 
Sunday’s 80km CER, Dace Sainsbury coming 2nd in the 80km CER’s on both days(on different horses!) and Paul Simmons coming 
4th in the 80km CER on the Saturday.  
The same weekend, Nikki Malcolm travelled down to Monpazier in the south of France and rode a brilliant race, coming 4th out 
of over 100 starters in the 130km FEI ** race at an average speed of 19.7kph,  a last loop of over 25kph. You will see that Nikki 
is starting up an exciting new business which I wish her the very best of luck with. Knowing Nikki through the endurance circuit 
for many years and working with her earlier this year, I know the passion and effort she will put into each and every horse. It 
will certainly be where I’m going to send mine if/when I need to.   
I was sad to miss Red Dragon this year(the first time since 2006) as instead, I made the journey to Lac de Madine in France to 
Crew for Carol’s Terminators Dream with Dace riding in the 120km**. After a good race they came home in 2nd position at 
18kph. A fantastic result leaving owner, rider and crew very happy with a lovely horse that has come a long way in only his 
second full season in the ‘scary’ endurance world. Many Wessex members did make the worthwhile trip to Red Dragon and had 
some great results detailed in the newsletter.  
Unfortunately as I write this we have just had our last competitive ride of the 2014 season. Luckily in Wessex we still have one 
riding day to look forward to, The Cerne Social Ride. Many thanks to Janthea Newman and Rosemary Henderson for putting on 
this event and hopefully we can all have a relaxed ride to end the season and a social gathering to talk to new, old and potential 
friends! I will see you all there. 
We then have our BAM in November and Annual awards dinner in January to look forward to, both with their own exciting 
speakers, details accompanying this newsletter, I hope to see as many of you as possible there! 
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Piddle Ride July 2014  by Sam Mowatt 

Big thanks from Piddle 
I’m glad to say that Piddle went extremely well. We had a brilliantly sunny weekend, good going, lots of open gates 
and lots of happy horses and riders! The only incident was a rider fall; they were taken to hospital as a precaution, 
but thankfully, discharged the next day with no lasting damage. Like with any ride, Piddle was completely dependant 
on the people that were willing to help and even more so as my baby was due the week after so it was touch and go 
if I was going to be able to be there! Luckily, Letti arrived two weeks early and gave me time to get everything done; I 
honestly do not know how I managed to get some of the things done though. Letti was very amenable most of the 
time, coming with me to get the last few landowner permission slips at only 3 days old, marking a few little bits of 
the course on foot at a week old, and spending all day in a field at 8 days old.  Thankfully because of my pregnancy, I 
had the best possible people picked out for the vital official roles, Stevie Martin my TS, June Adams my ride day 
Secretary and Liz Hinings and Sarah King, Timekeepers. I was also fortunate enough to have Janthea and Charles 
Newman and Sue Thomson volunteer at an early stage to help with the parts of the route I was unable to mark with 
the Trail Riders, they also got their good friend Ann Gresham, a South East member, to help as well. They route 
marked on the Saturday, helped all day on the Sunday and stayed on to de-mark after everyone else had packed up 
and gone home. I also had the help of Lisa Langrish and Kaz Jones to mark part of course. The other helpers roles 
were all fulfilled by other members, and non members, who frequently help at rides/committee members; Rosemary 
and Phil Henderson, Claire Richards, Tora Thomas, Carol Legg, Dace Sainsbury, Stevie Jones, Kathie Richardson(& 
son!), Millie Ellis and Mark Light. I am very grateful to each and every one of them.  
Thanks must also go to my Vets; Sarah Coombs and Dominic Schneiders, my Farrier Chris Pell, The team of TRF that 
marked 70% of the course, Raynet Operators who manned all the checkpoints, Ian and Jayne Hamilton of ‘A Tasteful 
Lunchbox’ for keeping all the officials, riders and crews fed, most of my landowners for being co-operative(some 
even moving stock!) and of course all the riders who came and made the ride viable.  
However, the biggest thanks must go to my wonderful parents; without whom the ride would not happen. My dad 
does any job he is told to do; he set up the entire venue himself, with only a few points from me. Likewise my mum 
did anything that was asked but who spent the majority of the weekend looking after Letti, which of course was the 
most important job of the weekend! 
Look forward to seeing you all again there next year!  
  

Piddle Ride Report 2014 by Maxine Golledge 
 
Myself and my friend are both in our 50s and not the most competitive people 
in the world. However I have to write and say thank you for organising the 
Piddle ride. My friend only took up riding in March after a 15 year break and I 
used to compete on my old horse called Sollums Last until 2010 when I gave it 
all up until I was lucky enough to have been offered a horse on loan from 
Georgian Arabians which I now ride. He is the world’s most trusty steed and has 
given me confidence to get back into riding. We had the most fantastic ride at 
Piddle. It was wonderfully marked, we both wear glasses for reading normally 
and do not read maps well, however we did not make a mistake this time due 
to the orange tags and markers when there was a divergence in the route. We 
didn't make a mistake, the scenery was superb, the vets helpful and all the 
volunteers were in good spirits and did not make us feel out in the cold. 
  
We aren’t the quickest riders but it didn't matter as everyone was so friendly 
and the scenery outstanding. It has really given us encouragement to come 
along again and take part in what is the most friendly sport. You don't have to 
be wealthy or young to take part in this sport, just keen and enthusiastic. 
 
 

Photos by Dace Sainsbury, Top: Nikki Pell and Vlacq Hadiyah Kayal
             Bottom: Annette Hansford and Firyuza 
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Photos from the 
Bonham Pink Ride 
August 30th 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Frances Hall with G. Child and E. Child 
enjoying the sunshine at the Wessex 
Pink Ride, held at Bonham on 30

th
 Aug 

2014 
 
 

 
 

Lisa Franks and Cloonmung Mist, 
Winners of the Best Pink Outfit at this 
year’s Pink Ride, held at Bonham 

Bring your ponies to the Horse Shoe  
by Nesta Oliver 

Bonham August 14 by Anita De Greeff 
 

The day of the Bonham ride dawned bright and clear, a welcome change from the 
preceding week which had been cold and damp and we’d almost forgotten that it 
was still August and summer hadn’t yet finished. 
We travelled the hour and a half from our West Dorset home to Bonham Airfield 
which is situated on the Stourhead Estate and from where Janthea Newman and 
her stalwart team of helpers had once again based the ride.  Having arrived and 
undertaken the usual formalities, the horses, Peppen (Peeps) and Sky, who are 
both recycled race horses,  vetted satisfactorily, with Peeps having the lowest 
pulse rate of the day – some achievement! 
 
Leaving the venue at 9.40, we rode initially through woodland which was cool 
and comprised mainly of tracks. The whole route was well marked (by members 
of Wiltshire Trail Riders Federation apart from the woodland which was marked 
on foot) - and easy to follow.  A little twisty at times, to maintain attention and 
keep us aware of our surroundings, we passed through checkpoint one, rode 
another loop and then leaving the woodlands headed for Checkpoint 2.  A quick 
meeting with the crew, after just over 14k gave us and the horses the 
opportunity for a welcome drink and then we were on and upwards again. 
 
The cool of the woods turned into very warm sunshine and as we rode higher 
both horses and riders realised that certainly summer was not yet over.  We had 
to wait a few minutes whilst a glider was launched in an adjoining field, certainly 
something different to see and it didn’t faze either of our horses nor others in a 
group nearby.  We then dropped down to Checkpoint 4 and another crew stop 
just outside Kingston Deverill  and  then rode south fording the River Wylye 
where both horses enjoyed a paddle through around 25 yards of cool water 
which reached to their tummies.  Climbing up once again we rode along the top 
of Mere Down where the spectacular views were quite amazing.  This gave the 
horses an opportunity to gallop on, with the breeze most welcome, before 
dropping down for another welcome crew stop.  Onwards along the drove, past 
the photographer who took some lovely photos, and finally back to the venue in 
a good time averaging 10.3km per hour which was sufficient for Peeps to claim a 
First Class award and Sky a Third Class. 
 
The ride was enjoyed by both horses and jockeys alike and many thanks to the 
organising team for another great ride. 
 

Wessex Group Pink Ride by Claire Richards 
 

Wessex Group’s Pink Ride took place on 30th August at Bonham Airfield in 
Wiltshire. The ride wasn't quite as well attended as hoped, in fact on closing date 
there were just 15 entries and insufficient income to even cover the cost of 
staging the event. Fortunately a few late entries saved the day and all was well.  
26 riders set out on the 16km route around Stourhead woods (by very kind 
permission of the Stourhead Western Estate) and everyone had a great time. 
Including those who fell victim to the marker vandals and ended up taking the 
scenic route back to the venue! 
The best pink outfit award was given to Lisa Franks and her lovely mare 
Cloonmung Mist 
Very pleased to report that the ride raised £187.04 for the Pink Ribbon 
Foundation.  
Many thanks to those who supported the ride either by riding or helping, your 
efforts were much appreciated.  
 
 

Pleasure Ride Record Cards and 
Helpers Letters need to be sent 
to the Chairman of the Wessex 
Committee by 30th November. 

 
 

Pleasure Ride Cards to be submitted for 
the Yavelin Memorial Pleasure Ride 

trophy – Including Associate Members. 

 
 
 
 

 

Signed Helpers Letters to be eligible for 

the Helpers 50km&under Trophy. 
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Great performance at Bonham by Janthea Newman 

 
Bonham was blessed with lovely sunny weather and combined with the opportunity of 
the Pink Ride on the Saturday, together with the offer of 5* off-site camping and 
corralling, attracted riders from farther afield. Over 70 lucky riders enjoyed the perfect 
going. 
To add a couple of extra dimensions: 
 – interest for local farrier Chris Pell, the “Proper Job Best Shod Award” went to Nick 
Tweedie-Smith from Buckinghamshire (shod by an apprentice which bodes well for the 
future!) 
 – riders in the 50km classes (considered by the Organiser the greatest non-stop 
challenge for horse and rider), Open and Novice combined, under Performance Formula 
calculations kindly done by June Adams our TS, and additional to grading, were awarded 
EGB voucher prizes (£15, £10, £5) for first to third Performance Formula placing: 

 Unsurprisingly when Carri-Ann Dark changed from a novice to the WEG-

prepared Kates Mate she won by ‘a country mile’ at a speed of 15.2kph 

 Second was a novice Arab Whifflegig and Nuccia Lipscombe who came up      

from the New Forest 

 Third was Sue Loveridge and Bright Dawn from Gloucestershire. 

Slight disappointment that funds taken from the ride for the Performance Formula were 
not given back to Wessex members……..  
Next year Claire Richards takes over Bonham (fresh ideas- watch this space!) and I move 
to take on a new look Cerne – having had ‘a bit of a practice run’ with Cerne Social.  
 

Wessex Team at the Inter-Regional Championships 
 
After a promising first day that left the Wessex team in 4th place, three withdrawals on 
the Sunday one with lame horse and the other two due to the weather meant the team 
picked up 60 penalty points to finish a disappointing 7

th
 out of the 8 teams. 

 
Congratulations to the following team members that completed: 
  
   Individual Result Placing in IR class 

101km- CER Elizabeth Rowland and 
Xanthus 

5th at 13.7kph 4th 

80km -CER Paul Simmons and 
Sakeena Sky Zayin 

4th at 17.1kph 2nd 

2 day 80km GER Maurice Whiteley and 
Aleys Cognac 

Grade 2 at 
14.5kph 

3rd 

65km GER Heather Whiteley and 
Distance Oasis 

Grade 2 at 
12.8kph 

7th  

 

 

 

 

 
 

ENDURANCE CLINICS 
2015 
 

Sally Hall UKCC Endurance Coach will 
be running some Endurance clinics in 
early 2015 for those who may be 
interested. 
 
The clinics usually run for two hours 
with an hour’s group ridden 
schooling session with Sally followed 
by a session focused on a variety of 
subjects including training plans, 
crewing, feeding, post ride care etc.  
 
Sally Hall trained with Bertie Hill, 
Dick Stillard and Baron Von Blixen 
Finecke. She has represented GB 7 
times at European and World 
Endurance Games. After competing 
for the Pony Club, she went on to 
complete Burghley Horse Trials in 
1976 and then went to train and 
compete the German Stallion 
Wendepunkt to Grand Prix level. 
Sally runs Urchinwood Manor 
Equestrian Centre near Bristol and 
still competes in endurance races. 
 
For more information or to register 
interest in attending the clinics 
please contact the Sally via the office 
at Urchinwood Manor. 
 
Tel: 01934 833248 
E-mail: sallyhallatum@yahoo.co.uk 
 
http://www.urchinwoodmanor.co.uk 
 
 

 
 
Paul Simmons and Sky 
racing into 4th Place  
 
Photo by Naomi Askew 

Junior and Young Rider Bursary 
applications need to be sent to 

the Chairman of the Wessex 
Committee by 31st December. 

 
 

A £100 bursary kindly presented by 
Perryfields Ltd. Applications should 

include the member’s own written ideas 
of why he/she should be considered and 
what he/she would do with the bursary. 
If no applications are received, then the 

bursary will not be awarded.  

mailto:sallyhallatum@yahoo.co.uk?subject=Message%20from%20endurancegb.co.uk%20web%20site
http://www.urchinwoodmanor.co.uk/


P a g e  | 6 

 

 

 

 

Free to good hom 

 

 

 

 

 

Red Dragon Oct 2014 
I know this is not a Wessex Ride but with so many Wessex members in attendance 
and such great results it seemed only fitting to give it a mention. Whilst Builth Wells 
may seem a long way from Wessex the drive over is relatively easy and the venue 
and facilities are excellent. The ride itself is excellent with some very steep ascents 
which give amazing views from the top (on a nice day) 
 
Lauren Mills and Oakleaze Farm Czarko won the Red Dragon 2 days 80km CERs at a 
speed of 14.55kph, and also won the ‘Wizard Endurance Handling and Presentation ‘ 
award and the ‘Best Condition’ award. 
Nikki Malcolm and Khartoum with A K won the Little Dragon an 80km CER at 
16.66kph and the Best Condition award. 
Trish and Tony Griffin had a successful two days in the Dragons Egg class (see article 
below) 
Janthea and Charles Newman had a successful 2 days in graded rides whilst Kirsty 
Wiscombe’s Yawl Hill Pollyanna ridden by SW YR Saffron Bishop came second in the 
YR.  
 
  

 

 

The Red Dragon Experience by Trish and Tony Griffin    

 
Well it’s like most things in life-they seem like a good idea at the time. Rufus had just been cancelled and it seemed too early to back 
the trailer into the barn for winter. So Red Dragon, it was going to be October, Wales, 78Km riding and three days under canvas…….at 
our age had we totally lost the plot? For those of you who have never taken two horses away competing and camping it is incredible 
just how much equipment you need to take and a big challenge as to where to put it all. We were flying solo-no crew on this one! No 
problem to my OH (dab hand with a welder and we don’t possess much kit that hasn’t had a mod in one way or another!!)  
 
So finally the long summer was due to end the day we left for Wales. That writing on the Severn Bridge that says, “Welcome to 
Wales” or “rain and gales start here” passed. Builth and the showground had not changed in our many years absence. The scenery 
was as stunning as ever…and the rain and promised gales holding off. First priority was to put up the corral and unload the horses. 
Next the tent-a word of advice here, time spent knocking in tent pegs properly is time well spent. The ground was extremely hard and 
it was slow going. Stables next-our choice the older wooden ones, quieter than the American barn and the two horses could still see 
each other in opposing stables- a minor consideration to our young horse staying away from home for the first time. 
 
The venue itself was fabulous and the catering in the evening a Godsend. In October daylight hours are short and there is so much to 
do. By the time horses were safely tucked up in stables and riders in said new “mummy” bags the wind began to blow. 3am the 
torrential rain started but the said tent was amazing. By daylight everything outside was wet Yuk!  
 
 By vetting time the sun came out (block vetting worked wonderfully well). Without a crew the big question, what do you wear? 
Gamble on taking off the coats and riding in t-shirts. The ride was fantastic-a bit on the slippery side on the hilltops-but truly 
magnificent views. A real test of horse and rider fitness and also how much trust there is between the pair (or 4 of us!) Minor things 
like sheep grazing, wind turbines which none of us had ever experienced at such close quarters before. Safely back after 42Km and 
through day 1 vetting, both horses sound and fit to continue. Horses to wash, kit to clean, stables to muck out….boy the hot shower 
and food at the end of the day were so good. Tonight a new challenge-FROST- +4 to-2 it had said on my “mummy bag” and I was 
certainly glad of the drawstring around my shoulders. I have to admit that I didn’t really feel cold until I had to get up!  
 
I had been concerned that the horses might have been tired on day two. No chance-we were on our toes and ready for the off for yet 
another fantastic days riding- the route even more picturesque than the day before. The horses gave their all-more steep hills, miles 
of grassy mountaintops to canter over, plenty of water and views to die for. Back home once more and hurray safely through vetting-
we’d done it!! 
 
A telephone calls from home next, with a weather warning for another bad nights weather coming in, more rain and wind. Although I 
had been impressed by the tents performance I wasn’t that impressed. Shall we stay or shall we go? Time to pack up quick. 
 
When we woke on Monday morning to the sound of the letterbox rattling in the wind and the rain pouring down-my bed was good, 
the water coming out of the taps marvellous and the sense of satisfaction second to none.  
 
Congratulations must go to John and Jane Hudson and their amazing friendly team of helpers and officials. For us this was the best-
organised, well-presented, faultlessly marked ride with superb facilities. A really must do ride…if you haven’t already. 
 

 
 
Lynn Harvey, Heather Caddick, Lisa 
Franks, Maxine Golledge, Lesley Kennedy 
and Amanda Tovey all had good results 
from the Graded Rides. 

Team Griffin’s Camp at Red Dragon 



P a g e  | 7 

 
 

 
Vet writer at the World Equestrian Games in France! 
 
I was very fortunate to be one of the 3000 volunteers at the WEG in France and to land the best job - vet writer at 
the endurance event in Sartilly! Our job was to enter the vet's assessment onto a laptop. Horses came to the vet the 
day before and on the day 6 times or more. With something like 170 horses (from 47 countries) and 12 vets you can 
calculate how many horses my vet checked from 8.30 am till 8.30pm! 
 
At the pre ride vetting a horse from I believe Uruguay with a very bad back was vetted out by my Spanish vet. 
Imagine how terrible: you've worked towards this for maybe years, flown your horse over all the way and you are 
not allowed to start - very sad but of course the right decision! 
 
We got a bit of training on how to enter the data but with 14 vet writers standing around a small laptop in a box it 
wasnt easy plus we werent told what to do in nonstandard situations. During the day I had to get the technical help 
more than 10 times (stress!!) when I didn't know what to enter. For example if the heartrate was above 64 the 
system automatically would request a re-examination but if we entered that the horse was lame you still needed to 
enter "eliminated".... But at the end of the day my vet and I had the hang of it! 
 
When a horse would come into the vetgate the tracking device they were wearing put them into a queue and when I 
pressed that we were available, the horse' number would come up on the screen and they would have 90 seconds to 
get to us. When I then would press "horse in the gate", the time stopped. But if they had taken more than 90 
seconds to come to us, they were given FIVE minutes penalty so if I as a vet writer wasn't paying attention to the 
second it had major implications!! Strangely it seemed most riders, grooms, vets and chef d'equipes weren't aware 
of this penalty so loads of people got a 5 minute penalty added to their time (even for being 1 second late) which 
made them get back on the course 5 minutes later. I found it rather shocking almost everyone wasnt aware of it! 
After the event I heard that the chefs d'equipe were told about the penalty when they had a demonstration session 
in the vet gate before the ride and that the penalty was not imposed in vet gate 1. 
 
At the vetgate we were very lucky to have the big screen right in front of us! It showed a map with riders indicated 
with their number and flag. Of course this wasnt placed there for us, but for the audience; there was a big stadium 
set up in front of the trot up lanes. Every time a French horse would trot up the audience cheered like mad. They 
also called booo when a lame horse had to be trotted up 3 times.... Out of 165 starts there were only 38 completions 
(23%, 58 metabolic eliminations (35%) and 34 (21%) eliminations for lameness (data from David Marlin). The vetting 
team and jury were very pleased that even though there were many more checks than normal, everyone had played 
according to the rules and with the horse's health as a priority. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Barbury Castle 2015 
The Barbury Castle Ride since 2010 has been jointly run between the Wessex and Cotswold Groups as the current venue is located on the border 
between these two Endurance GB groups.  

 
 

 
 

Before updating members on the situation as regards the Barbury Castle Ride in 2015, I would like to mention this year’s Barbury Castle Ride and say a 
huge thank you to everybody who contributed in making this a very successful endurance event. As ever we had a wonderful team of volunteers, 
officials and vets – over one hundred people over the three days and also a number of very kind people who assisted with the setting – up and 
decommissioning of the venue. Thank you to every one of you. 
In addition, special thanks to Janet Kenward who took on the management of the ride accounts, Tamzin Furtado, who looked after the ride website 
and Deborah Edmonds, who took responsibility for ordering the rosettes and small trophies.  
We had 300 entries, of which 26 were non-members, over the two days of competition. The programme of classes included all national distances 
including elevator options and also FEI  1* and 2* classes.  

 

 
 
 

It was the last Barbury Castle Ride for the current Ride Organising Committee (ROC) as Jill Kent, who has been involved in organising this endurance 
ride for the last eight years, is retiring. Over this time she has worked tirelessly to develop the Barbury Castle Ride into the very successful two - day 
major ride that it has become. 

 
 
 

 

Our wonderful Ride Secretary, Liz Hinings, also indicated at the beginning of the 2014 season, that she too would be hanging up her secretarial hat 
after the 2014 event. This year Liz was not only our Ride Secretary but she also took on the role of Vetgate Manager on the Saturday and Chief Vet 
Steward on the Sunday – what an amazing contribution she has made over many years not only to the Barbury Castle Ride but to our sport of 
endurance. 

 
 
 
 

So a very special thank you to Jill and Liz for all their hard work and excellent contributions.  

 

 
 
 

Replacing the ROC for Barbury Castle in 2015.  

 
 

 
 

There have been a few expressions of interest in supporting the continuation of this ride in the future, however, sadly no one, thus far, has 
volunteered for the role of Ride Organiser.  
Following the announcement earlier this year that both Jill and Liz wished to stand down and that I also wish to take a lesser role, Jill and I created a 
Ride Organiser job description which outlines the commitments and tasks involved and when each of these need to be done by. It is a big role and in 
my view would be best suited to two people who could share and support each other with the organization. 
On the plus side, Maxine Golledge, has kindly volunteered to take on the role of Ride Secretary and this year she shadowed Liz Hinings, to learn what 
the role involves. Liz also wrote a detailed job description outlining the duties and responsibilities. 
Janet Kenward, having had a baptism of fire as regards the 2014 ride accounts, has also expressed interest in possibly taking on this task in the future 
and I am sure that year two would be less onerous than this year, for a number of reasons!! 

 

 
 
 

There is also another important consideration, which is the ongoing viability of the ride and its capacity to break-even / makes a small profit. Over the 
past four years the Barbury Castle Ride has hosted either the Inter - Regional Championships (2011, 2012 and 2014) or the Home International (2013) 
these major national additions have “guaranteed” large number of entries, which has meant that the ride has covered its costs  even although inflation 
and also the venue hire costs have risen. 
It is very unlikely that the Barbury Castle Ride will be invited by the Rides and Rules Committee to host either the Inter-Regional Championship or the 
Home International in the coming years as both these events are expected to be hosted at different venues within England / UK. This begs the 
question whether the Barbury Castle Ride would generate sufficient income from “normal” entries to cover the current venue hire plus all the other 
related ride costs. 

 
 
 
 

Therefore, it is my view that the Barbury Castle Ride should take a year out from the endurance calendar  
in 2015 and over the coming months a new ROC be formed who can explore options and if possible  
organize a ride, whether it be a one-day or two day, for the 2016 endurance programme.  
There is a small nucleus of interest amongst Wessex and Cotswold Group members to  
perhaps formulate a new ROC, however, discussions would need to commence in  
the near future in order not to lose momentum. 
 
 
 

 

Food for thought, but whatever happens the Barbury Castle Ride has become a  
recognised highlight in the endurance calendar. Its location in some of the most 
beautiful riding countryside in Wiltshire has offered riders and crews from all  
over the country a breath- taking and very enjoyable experience. 
 
Linda Kidd 
Co Ride Organiser Barbury Castle Ride 
September 2014 
 
 
 
 

 

Note to the Barbury Castle Article: It would not 
have been right to publish this item without 
referring to the immense professionalism and 
dedication that Linda has brought to the Barbury 
Castle Ride.  Her workload in its organisation has 
been huge, especially this year, but she has always 
faced problems that occurred in a totally 
businesslike way and has been a tremendous 
support to the rest of the team. 
Talking of ‘support’ – Linda’s husband Derek has 
been there every step of the way, supporting her 
and all of us tirelessly throughout, even in the most 
difficult situations.   

Thank you Linda! 
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Bicton BEF Futurity with Dream the Way Back – Sam Mowatt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I have owned my French bred Stallion, On The Way Back(Woody), 
since he was a 4yo and I was 13, back in 2005. He is such a lovely 
character, gentle and sweet with just the right amount of attitude. He 
has taught me so much over the years, I’ve had some great times with 
him, he won the 80km ER at Breamore for me in 2009 and has twice 
taken me around the Marathon, one of my favourite events, and come 
third both times. I have always wanted to breed from him and have a 
‘Woody Baby’ for the future, but I’ve never had a mare to breed from.  
For the 2012 breeding season Carol Legg said that she would be willing 
to lease me Flying Dream, a 6yo homebred arab which she had, so that 
I could have a foal. I was over the moon; Not only would I be getting a 
foal from Woody, I would be lucky enough to be getting bloodlines 
from Carols horses, many of which I have ridden and crewed at home 
and at competition and who are all proven to be good competition 
horses. 

 

So on the 19th April 2013 ‘Foaly’ was born and Flyer was being a great 
new mum. After a few weeks of leading in and out to the field, plenty 
of touching everywhere, getting tied up and feet picked up and 
trimmed she was turned out with another 2 mares and foals. When 
winter came they were all turned out onto the hill with a herd of 
youngsters and she spent the next six months learning about being a 
horse and toughening up to the elements. Registrations had to be in 
by the 30th October and I spent hours trawling names but nothing 
seemed to fit. I wanted to have something related to Woody’s name 
but that doesn’t give you much to work with. I eventually named her 
‘Dream The Way Back’, not hugely imaginative, but it’s not like I had 
long to think of a name right?!  

 

When I finished work for maternity leave we went to go and pick up 
Foaly to bring her back to our farm. We brought Flyer and her in and 
then put Flyer back out, neither were particularly bothered and Foaly 
was soon eating her dinner quietly in the stable. Of course it helped 
having ‘uncle’ Frenchie next door. When we went to load her up she 
couldn’t have been more stubborn. She would not go in the trailer, 
whatever we did she just wouldn’t budge. Feet well and truly planted! 
Fortunately because she was still small enough Luke was able to 
almost lift her in. She travelled beautifully 20minutes down the road to 
our farm and then didn’t want to come out of the trailer! We got her 
out eventually and she settled down in her new field with two 3yo 
mares. I was going up there every day and bringing Foaly in from time 
to time, she was very good to do which was brilliant. As my pregnancy 
progressed I was handling her less and less but she was still very 
sociable. When July came the Futurity entries opened. I had thought 
about it last year, to hopefully take her, but after Letti arrived I had 
limited time that I could prepare Foaly for it. 

My biggest hang up was that she wasn’t going to 
load. I finally had enough time to get the trailer 
hitched up and into the yard so that I could do 
some practice loading and she was excellent. Huge 
relief! So it meant I could get my entry in for the 
Futurity at Bicton on the 3rd August. Luke trimmed 
her feet, she had her first bath, I bought an in-hand 
bridle and we were ready to go. I had done plenty 
of leading and trotting on the lead rein, but there 
was nowhere safe for me to do any loose schooling 
so that had to be a ‘fingers crossed’ experience on 
the day.  
 
We had a very reasonable evaluation time of 
11.12am so we plaited up and were loaded for 
8.30am. We had been to Bicton Arena for the 
Clinton Estates ride 3 weeks earlier so I knew 
exactly where we were going right? Wrong! We 
got to the Arena fine, not much activity, a few 
ponies being ridden around, but hardly any 
boxes...... So we parked up and went to the 
marquee to investigate, and found some very 
helpful Pony Club Camp organisers “I think there’s 
something like that going on at the COLLEGE. 
About 10 minutes away” Ooooppss, teach me to 
read the venue properly! Thankfully we had 
arrived in plenty of time so jumped back in the 
truck and got the right venue at 10.30am. I parked 
up in the field alongside a few others and ran 
down to check in. They were very friendly and told 
me where to go for each stage of the assessment, 
and they said that they were running about 
15minutes late.  
  
So I unloaded and let Foaly graze and take 
everything in for a few minutes. She was very 
chilled, I offered her a drink and she took it; Step 
one of endurance training complete! I tied her to 
the trailer, gave her a final brush over and then got 
myself dressed into presentable clean clothing.  
 
 

Sam and Woody at the Marathon 2011 

Foaly enjoying 
her first day out 
in the sunshine 
on Seabrough 
Hill with Mum, 

Flyer. 
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We walked down to the Vets assessment area and were greeted by a lovely group of people. We were told to stand 
her up square so that the vets could have a look at her conformation and the Baileys nutritionalist could have a look 
at her body score. We then had to walk away and back, then trot twice. The walk was good, but the trot back needed 
a little encouragement but the vets were very patient and she trotted much better the second time. She was 
awarded an 8.5 and 8.75 by the vets averaging at 8.675. The lady from Baileys was pleased with her weight and, as 
she was only turned away at grass, suggested feeding her a balancer so that she would be getting all the vital 
nutrients she needed to develop. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We then went down to the arena and waited our turn. 
We walked in and were greeted by the assessors and 
were asked to walk around the triangle marked out. 
After walking beautifully by my side we then had to 
trot. She again needed a little encouragement, and I 
didn’t have anyone in the ring helping me so the 
assessors were happy to assist. Once we got going she 
trotted well around the triangle quite a few times, at 
which point I was finding out how unfit I had gotten in 
the last few months! It was then time to turn her loose 
so I unclipped the lead rein and shooed her away. She 
did the most fantastic extended trot and showed real 
athleticism. I was asked to make her canter, but she 
wasn’t so obliging; she just wanted to do her beautiful 
extended trot! I cracked the whip and got her to canter 
a few laps which was also stunning to watch. When 
they had seen all they needed to, I slowed her down 
and she came straight to me and let me catch her.  
 I was very happy with her performance; she had done 

everything that was asked of her and was impeccably behaved 
throughout. The assessors all agreed on the scores she was 
awarded: 
Frame and build for Endurance -   8.5 
Correctness of paces walk for Endurance    8.75 
Correctness of paces trot for Endurance  9 
Correctness of paces canter for Endurance 8.5 
Athleticism for Endurance    8.75 
Giving her an average score, including the vet’s score, of 8.70 
which meant she was awarded a Higher First Premium. The 
assessors gave her some very positive comments; Good 
rhythm and reach, light on feet and economical, well balanced 
and easy in movement. 
I was really pleased with Foaly and my experience of the 
Futurity. Everyone was very friendly and I was in no way put 
down for having an endurance horse. I would urge anybody 
with a youngster to take them along to a Futurity event. It was 
great education and we got some good feedback from the vets 
and assessors. 
 

I’m hoping to take Foaly to the Futurity again next year to 
further her education, and then depending on how she 
develops I may potentially try her out on the race track as a 
3/4yo before she takes up her endurance career. Hopefully 
one day I will also give her a more professional pet name 
instead of ‘Foaly’ but it seems to have stuck! 
 
 
 

Photos Thanks to Carol Legg 
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Vet writer at the World Equestrian Games in France!  By Shanti Roos 
 
I was very fortunate to be one of the 3000 volunteers at the WEG 
in France and to land the best job - vet writer at the endurance 
event in Sartilly! Our job was to enter the vet's assessment onto 
a laptop. Horses came to the vet the day before and on the day 6 
times or more. With something like 170 horses (from 47 
countries) and 12 vets you can calculate how many horses my vet 
checked from 8.30 am till 8.30pm!  

 
 

At the pre ride vetting a horse from I believe Uruguay with a very 
bad back was vetted out by my Spanish vet. Imagine how 
terrible: you've worked towards this for maybe years, flown your 
horse over all the way and you are not allowed to start - very sad 
but of course the right decision!  

 

 

We got a bit of training on how to enter the data but with 14 vet writers standing around a small laptop in a box it 
wasnt easy plus we werent told what to do in nonstandard situations. During the day I had to get the technical help 
more than 10 times (stress!!) when I didn't know what to enter. For example if the heartrate was above 64 the 
system automatically would request a re-examination but if we entered that the horse was lame you still needed to 
enter "eliminated".... But at the end of the day my vet and I had the hang of it!  

 
 

When a horse would come into the vetgate the tracking device they were wearing put them into a queue and when I 
pressed that we were available, the horse' number would come up on the screen and they would have 90 seconds to 
get to us. When I then would press "horse in the gate", the time stopped. But if they had taken more than 90 
seconds to come to us, they were given FIVE minutes penalty so if I as a vet writer wasn't paying attention to the 
second it had major implications!! Strangely it seemed most riders, grooms, vets and chef d'equipes weren't aware 
of this penalty so loads of people got a 5 minute penalty added to their time (even for being 1 second late) which 
made them get back on the course 5 minutes later. I found it rather shocking almost everyone wasnt aware of it! 
After the event I heard that the chefs d'equipe were told about the penalty when they had a demonstration session 
in the vet gate before the ride and that the penalty was not imposed in vet gate 1.  

 
 

At the vetgate we were very lucky to have the big screen right in front of us! It showed a map with riders indicated 
with their number and flag. Of course this wasnt placed there for us, but for the audience; there was a big stadium 
set up in front of the trot up lanes. Every time a French horse would trot up the audience cheered like mad. They 
also called booo when a lame horse had to be trotted up 3 times.... Out of 165 starts there were only 38 completions 
(23%, 58 metabolic eliminations (35%) and 34 (21%) eliminations for lameness (data from David Marlin). The vetting 
team and jury were very pleased that even though there were many more checks than normal, everyone had played 
according to the rules and with the horse's health as a priority.  

 

 

Wessex Branch Annual Meeting  
Sunday 30th November  

Ploughmans Lunch and a talk from Protexin 
 

 
The Wessex Branch Annual Meeting is being held on Sunday 30th November at 2pm at Donyatt village hall. 
We will see the groups finances, elect committee members, and discuss the 2015 season and current 
matters within Wessex and EGB.  
We are also inviting members to a delicious ploughmans lunch and informative talk by Protexin Equine 
Premium about the benefits of targeted probiotic supplements for your horse or pony. Protexin Equine 
Premium is a leading range of unique probiotic supplements for horses and ponies. The Somerset based 
manufacturer is dedicated to producing innovative research based products of the highest quality. 
The lunch and talk will take place from 12.30pm at a cost of only £8 per person.  
Please send a cheque made payable to Wessex EGB to Sam Mowatt, 103 Orchard Avenue, Bridport, Dorset, DT6 5HD. Please include a 
short note with a telephone number or email address so that your place can be confirmed. Tickets will not be sent out. 
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Stride Ahead        

 

Exciting new equine business offered by Nikki Malcolm based in Somerset.  

 

 
 

 

 

Nikki is a FEI 3 star endurance rider and horse trainer, 
producing many successful horses over the past 15 years 
up to and including world championship level.  

 
 

 

 

She will be helped by partner, Nathan Sweeney. Nathan 
has raced professionally both over jumps and on the 
flat, winning at meetings such as Cheltenham and 
Ascot. 

 

 
 

What can we offer?   

A range of services including breaking in and riding on, pre season fitness 
training, boot camp for fresh horses after a winter holiday, rehabilitation 
from injury, helping horse and rider become confident as a combination.  

 

 
 

Top facilities   

Indoor areana with viewing gallery and 
lighting, also a 1km woodchip exercise 
track.     

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Rehabilitation  

Spa therapy,regular chiropractor 
and vet visits, equissage and 
acupuncture clinics.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Starting back into work   

8 horse walker to help beat the winter 
weather, confident kind skilled riders 
with years of experience with fresh 
horses.   

 

All individual needs can be catered for, no job too big or small. 
Contact Nikki now to discuss your requirements 

www.strideaheaduk.com       

nikki.malcolm@hotmail.co.uk     

 

Equine Training & 
Rehabilitation 
 

O7824470814
   

 

http://www.strideaheaduk.com/
mailto:nikki.malcolm@hotmail.co.uk
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Many hands make light work      -     Your group Committee needs more members!  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
New Website and New Management! 
You all should have noticed that we have changed the old website to the same format as the main EGB site. 
We are always looking to improve the website so please contact us with your thoughts. With this change we 
also have had a change in the website management. Liz Hinings has stepped down as her role of webmaster 
and it has now been passed onto the capable hands of Martin Stanley, who most of you will know as Heather 
Whiteley’s fantastic Husband and crew, he can usually be seen with 3 small children and a dog or two whilst 
out crewing. I’d like to take this opportunity, on behalf of all the committee and members, to thank Liz for all 
her hard work over many years. She has done a sterling job of keeping us all up to date with everything going 
on within EGB and Wessex members’ achievements. I would also like to thank Martin for stepping forward to 
manage the new site and also for building it, transferring all the information from the old to the new.  

 
 

Please send any ride reports or articles for publication to Martin on: martin1975@martin1975.f9.co.uk 
 
 
   
                                                                                                        
 
 

Wessex Annual Awards Dinner for the 2014 Season 
Saturday 10th January 2015, The Shrubbery, Ilminster  

Presented by Sally Toye with a pictorial presentation about the Tevis Cup  

 
 

Please come along to the annual awards dinner to celebrate the 2014 season, congratulate the winners of our 
trophies and hopefully pick up some yourself!! 
We are also fortunate enough to have Sally Toye presenting the awards and she will also be giving a pictorial 
presentation on the Tevis Cup. Those who attended the 2013 BAM will know, the tales Sally has of the Tevis 
are entertaining and informative, and are spoken with contagious enthusiasm.  
All Wessex members are eligible for many trophies, full list can be found on the website. Booking form with 
dinner choices are also being sent out with the newsletter.           
 
                

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Find the new website at 
www.endurancegb.co.uk/wessex 

The Committee undertakes lots of tasks throughout the year; to organise seminars for 
members to attend, supporting local ride organisers in any way they need, providing and 
up-keeping the equipment used at rides, arranging the yearly awards ceremony and the 
Branch Annual Meeting. We also aim to promote endurance to non-members and 
encourage them to participate. We help represent our members with any issues wanting to 
be raised at national level and are generally there for any questions, advice or ideas the 
members want answered or put forward.  
We currently have six Committee Members who all have full time jobs, competing horses 
and who all help or run rides for EGB. We need more committee members to spread the 
work load so that we can achieve all of this to the best of our ability. A nomination form for 
potential committee members will be being sent out alongside this newsletter and we urge 
anybody with an interest in the smooth running of Wessex EGB to put themselves forward. 
You will find further details on the form. 
 

mailto:martin1975@martin1975.f9.co.uk
http://www.endurancegb.co.uk/wessex

